THE  REFORMATION  DOCTRINE  OF  THE
BIBLE

CALVIN'S " special work," says M. Guizot, " was
to replace the authority and infallibility of the
Church by the authority and infallibility of the
sacred monument of divine revelation; that is, to
put the Bible in the place of the Pope." * To put
fh&Bible in the place of the Pope : this, or something
equivalent to it, has been for long the favourite
formula in which the popular mind has summed up
the aim of the Protestant Reformation of the six-
teenth century. But the formula, familiar as it is,
entirely fails to do justice to the facts. Later
Protestantism, it is true, to its own incalculable
hurt, has often sought in the Bible an authority
of the same kind as Roman Catholicism finds in the
Pope ; but in the beginning it was not so : Luther
and Calvin and the framers of the early Protestant
Confessions had their minds set on quite other ends.
To correct so serious a misreading of the past is not

1 St. Louis and Calvin, p. 182.
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